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Recently, a group of labor unions, religious, and community organizations called on the government
to order a freeze on expansion of banana production in the Atlantic coast region. The organizations
assert that banana production has been responsible for destruction of the environment inside
protected areas and the widespread pollution of water systems and soils. They add that further
expansion would pose a serious threat to biodiversity in the region. In July 3 statements to reporters,
Lenin Corrales, a representative of Costa Rican banana producers, denied the charges and asserted
that both foreign and domestic banana growers were using techniques which assure conservation
of natural resources. He added that practices already in place include waste recycling, reforestation,
and appropriate disposal of all plastic products. Next, he asserted that those areas slated for
expansion of banana production were cleared of their forest cover long ago for agricultural and
other economic activities. Jose Alvaro Sandoval, general manager of the governmental National
Banana Corporation (CORBANA), said that in last two years banana producers have contributed
nearly US$2 million to environmental protection and development programs. Sandoval stated that
the 33,500 ha. under banana cultivation amount to less than 1% of Costa Rican national territory.
[Environmental groups assert that the figure is in fact closer to 50,000 ha.] Sandoval said that
another 4,500 ha. would be brought under banana production by year's end. Sandoval noted that
bananas account for 25% of all Costa Rica's export earnings and the sector constitutes a source
of employment for thousands of Costa Ricans. He said that 1991 revenues from banana exports
exceeded US$400 million. According to projections by the National Chamber of Banana Producers,
in 1993, banana exports will exceed 92 million boxes generating over US$480 in revenues. (Basic data
from Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/03/92)
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